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Overview – Agenda  



Digital Humanities 
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Arts and Humanities  
& Social Science Computer Science 

Libraries & Archives – Information Science 

Digital Humanities =  
Applied digital enabled research  

in the Arts and Humanities 



DARIAH-DE – brief overview 
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• one of 17 members of DARIAH-EU  

• funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 

(BMBF)   

• Preliminary phase: 2008 – 2011 

• Development phase: 2011 – 2016 

• Operating phase: 2016 – 2019 

• 18 partners:  

5 universities, 5 academic institutions, 2 computer centres, 2 libraries, 2 academies of 

sciences, 1 commercial partner, 1 NGO 

• Used by 80 projects and more then 3.000 scholars 

 



DARIAH-DE – four main tasks  
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Teaching (support, training) 

• Workshops on methods, 
expert colloquia, Summer Schools 

• Coordination of national and  
international curricular developments  

 

Research Data (research data   
collections, research data management) 

• Best practices for metadata,  
standardised exchange of data,  
ontologies 

• Development of generic search, 
collection and schema registry 

 

 

Research  

• DH methods and practices 

• Use Cases: Annotation, Big Data 

• Tools and services 

• Bibliography Doing Digital Humanities 

 

Technical Infrastructure  
(development and provision of 
infrastructural services) 

• collaborative research environments, 
virtual machines, monitoring, 
authentication and authorization 
infrastructure etc. 
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Definition Research Data 
 

By research data in the Arts and Humanities is meant 
all those sources and outputs that are based on a 
research question, collected either by scholars, 
libraries, archives or any other institution, which 
may be described, evaluated and/or generated and 
stored in machine-readable form for analyzing, 
archiving purposes, citability, and for further 
processing.  

Research Data – Arts and Humanities 
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• Metadata, bibliographical data, finding aids 

• Digital and/or digitized data and/or digital 
representation of analog data 

• Digital objects  

• Full text, transcripts 

• Enriched full text 

• Images, movies, music & notes 

• Authority files, controlled vocabularies, ontologies  

• Etc.  

 

Research Data – Arts and Humanities 



Example: Epigraphical Database 
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Research Data Collection – epidat 

• Data: 30.000 inscriptions of more than 130 Jewish cemeteries in 
Germany and the Netherlands (1050-2000) 

• Contains: Digitized Data, transcripts,  

maps, photographs, and  

archival sources 

• Methods: Visual Analytics,                                       

       Named-Entity-Recognition,                                              

       Temporal-Spatial Visualization 

Source: http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=edv&art=art6  

http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=edv&art=art6
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=edv&art=art6
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=edv&art=art6
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=edv&art=art6
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=edv&art=art6
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Photography 

Scholarly Edition – synoptical view inscriptions 

Burial site 

Symbols 

Example: Epigraphical Database 

Further information about Epidat: 
Thomas Kollatz 
kol@steinheim-institut.org  

mailto:kol@steinheim-institut.org
mailto:kol@steinheim-institut.org
mailto:kol@steinheim-institut.org
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Visualisation of the data 
collection (epidat) 
 
 
DARIAH-DE Geo-Browser 
geobrowser.de.dariah.eu  
 
 
 
Temporal-Spatial-
Contextualisation 

Source: http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-
bin/epidat?info=e4d&lang=de  

Epidat: Data-Visualisation 

http://geobrowser.de.dariah.eu
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=e4d&lang=de
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=e4d&lang=de
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=e4d&lang=de
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=e4d&lang=de
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat?info=e4d&lang=de


What is the situation for the 
Digital Humanities? 

Research data are representations of observations, objects, or other entities 
used as evidence of phenomena for the purposes of research or scholarship” 
C.L. Borgman (2015). Big Data, Little Data, No Data: Scholarship in the Networked World.  

 

New challenges in the Humanities dealing with 

Research data concerning: 

• Discovering data 

• Access to data 

• Extended search strategies for data 

• Using data tools (and generating data) 

• Linking articles with data 
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How to get to interoperability? 

Tools needed for ... 

  

 ... (Generic) search requests 

 ... Defining metadata formats  

 ... Generating crosswalks 

 ... Describing research data and collections 

 ... Storing data 
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Source: https://de.dariah.eu/data-federation-architecture  

Tool-oriented approach ... 
Building a Data Federation Architecture 

https://de.dariah.eu/data-federation-architecture
https://de.dariah.eu/data-federation-architecture
https://de.dariah.eu/data-federation-architecture
https://de.dariah.eu/data-federation-architecture
https://de.dariah.eu/data-federation-architecture
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DARIAH-DE Generic Search 

Source: http://dev3.dariah.eu/search/  

http://dev3.dariah.eu/search/
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DARIAH-DE Crosswalk Registry 

Source: https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry  

https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry
https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry
https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry
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DARIAH-DE Collection Registry 

Source: https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry  

https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry
https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry
https://de.dariah.eu/schema-registry
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DARIAH-DE Repository 

Source: https://devportal.de.dariah.eu/web/dariah-imp1/publish  

https://devportal.de.dariah.eu/web/dariah-imp1/publish
https://devportal.de.dariah.eu/web/dariah-imp1/publish
https://devportal.de.dariah.eu/web/dariah-imp1/publish


Aims 

– Indexing research data / collections 

– Mapping different metadata schemas 

– Citation / long term preservation of research data 

– Research(er) oriented view 

– Comparison of collections and content 

– Comprehensive view on heterogeneous collections 
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Research Data  
Federation Architecture 
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DARIAH-DE Repository Publish GUI  
https://de.dariah.eu/repository 
 

Collection Registry 
http://demo2.dariah.eu/colreg/ 

 
Generic Search 
http://dev3.dariah.eu/search/ 
 

TextGrid Repository 
https://textgridrep.org/en/  
 

Dr. Stefan Schmunk 
schmunk@sub.uni-goettingen.de  

Research Data in the AH 

@DARIAHde 
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